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DETAILED ACTION 

Title 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zoken 
(U.S. 5,944,787). 

Zoken teaches claims: 

1 . A method for processing an electronic mail message comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving in an electronic mail receiving system an electronic message having an address 
(12), said address having an electronic mail receiving system domain with a recipient name 
encoded therein; and (col.5, lines 46-59) 

(b) processing said electronic message in accordance with processing instructions associated 
with said recipient name, ("in step 21, email mapper 10 filters the input message, i.e., 
"jack@chipcorp.com" to identify the company name encoded in the domain name of the sendees 
email or posting. Once the company name is identified, email mapper 1 0 then accesses a 



Application/Control Number: 10/620,667 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2143 

business database comprising company names and the one or more corporate addresses 
associated with a particular company, such as a NIC database, to constrain the geographic locale 
of the sender address, such as illustrated in FIG. 3. And again, once the geographic locale of the 
sender is isolated from the second level of the domain name, then email mapper 10 searches the 
one or more electronic whitepages associated with the detected geographic locale for the sendees 
address.") 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said recipient name is a sub-domain of said electronic mail 
receiving system domain, said processing step including the step of processing said sub-domain. 
(col.5, line 60-col.6, line 25) 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said processing includes the step of routing said electronic 
message to an e-mail server associated with said recipient name, (col.3, lines 40-60) 

4. A method for processing an electronic mail message comprising the steps of: (a) accepting a 
request for e-mail server address information for an electronic message having an address, said 
address having an electronic mail receiving system domain with a recipient name encoded 
therein; (b) providing an e-mail server address for said recipient name in response to said 
request; (c) accepting said electronic message at said e-mail server address, (col.2, lines 13-34; 
col.5, lines 46-59) 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said recipient name is a sub-domain of said electronic mail 
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receiving system domain, and wherein said step of providing an e-mail server address includes 
the steps of: (a) obtaining sub-domain address information for said sub-domain of said electronic 
mail receiving system domain; (b) providing said sub-domain address as said e-mail server 
address, ("a company may have multilevel deep subdomain names, with the first domain name 
being the name, usually the company, institutional name, to the immediate left of the ".com" and 
the subsequent subdomain levels numbered in increasing order to the left of the first domain 
name, such that the second level domain name would be to the immediate left of the first and so 
on. For example, a person "jbeanstalk" who works on project W in Department X in Division Y 
at Company Z could have the email address: jbeanstalk@ProjectW.DeptX.DivY.Z.com." 

+ 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said step of obtaining said sub-domain address information 
includes the steps of requesting an address from a DNS server and receiving a sub-domain 
address from said DNS server in response to said request, (see "NNTP server") 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein said address includes a source identifier, further comprising 
the steps of: (a) examining the source identifier included in said address; (b) processing said 
electronic message based on processing instructions associated with said source identifier. 
("Once an ISP is detected in the email address in step 20, a database comprising the ISP and the 
area codes it services is accesssed to constrain the geographic locale of the sender. The 
whitepage database then is searched for the geographic areas identified by the area codes to 
identify possible sender's postal address associated with the sender's name found in the database 
for those geographic locales serviced by the ISP. Alternatively, the input message header may 
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not only identify the ISP, but also, the routing path of sendees message, thus indicating the 
source to destination path taken by the sender's message. This source information can then also 
help narrow the geographic locale of the sender and increase the accuracy of locating the 
probable sender's postal address") 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said address includes a local-part, said source identifier being 
encoded in said local-part, and wherein said step of examining said source identifier includes the 
step of retrieving said source identifier from said local-part of said address, (col.3, lines 16-39) 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein said step of processing said electronic message includes the 
steps of: (a) opening a database; (b) determining if an entry associated with said source identifier 
exists in said database; (c) if said entry exists, processing said electronic message in accordance 
with processing instructions contained in said entry; (d) if said entry does not exist, processing 
said electronic message in accordance with a default processing instruction. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said recipient name is a sub-domain of said electronic mail 
receiving system domain, and wherein said step of providing an e-mail server address includes 
the steps of: (a) obtaining sub-domain address information for said sub-domain of said electronic 
mail receiving system domain; (b) providing said sub-domain address as said e-mail server 
address. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said step of obtaining said sub-domain address information 
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includes the steps of requesting an address from a DNS server and receiving a sub-domain 
address from said DNS server in response to said request. 

12. A system for receiving and processing an electronic message, comprising: an electronic 
message receiver for receiving an incoming electronic message, said message having an address 
which includes an electronic mail receiving system domain portion having a recipient name 
encoded in therein; an electronic mail receiving system domain associated with said system; 
processing instruction storage for maintaining processing instructions for said incoming 
electronic message based on said recipient name; a message processor for processing said 
incoming electronic message in accordance with said processing instructions, (col.2, lines 13-34; 
col.5, lines 46-59) 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein: said recipient name is a sub-domain of said electronic mail 
receiving system domain; and said processing instruction storage includes instructions associated 
with said sub-domain, (col.5, line 60-col.6, line 25) 

14. The system of claim 12, wherein: said system includes an e-mail server associated with said 
recipient name; and said message processor includes an e-mail server address request processor 
for providing e-mail server address information in response to a request for an e-mail server 
address associated with said recipient name, ("email mapper 10"; "NTTP server") 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein said recipient name is a sub-domain of said electronic mail 
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receiving system domain and said e-mail server address request processor is a DNS server. 
("NTTP server") 

16. The system of claim 14, wherein said address of said electronic messages includes a local- 
part and a source identifier encoded in said local-part, and wherein said e-mail server includes: 
process instruction storage for maintaining processing instructions based on said source identifier 
for electronic messages received by said e-mail server; and an electronic message processor for 
processing electronic messages received by said e-mail server in accordance with said processing 
instructions, (col.3, lines 16-39) 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein said process instruction storage is a database. (20, 21, 22, 
23, 24) 

18. The system of claim 16, wherein said process instruction storage is a text database, (col.3, 
liness 1-14; "content type: text") 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 9-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272-6798. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




' 6/9/06 
JEFFREY PWU 



